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The genus Loepa was erected in 1859 by Moore, Cat. Lep. Ins. E.I. House, p.

399, and based on the species Saturnia katinka Westw., 1848, Cab. Or. Ent. p. 25,

pi. 12, f. 2, from Assam, Silhet. Subsequently several other species, subspecies,

varieties etc. have been described. They can be arranged chronologically as follows :

1. miranda Moore, 1865, Trans. Ent. Soc, ser. 3, vol. 2, p. 424 ; East India.

2. sikkima Moore, 1865, Froc. Zool. Soc, p. 818 ; Sikkim.

3. sivalica Moore, 1881, in Wardle, Wild Silks of India, p. 7.

4. oberthuri Leech, 1890, The Entotnologist, vol. 23, p. 49 ; Central China.

5. anthera Jord., 1911, Nov. Zool., vol. 18, p. 131, $ ? ; Assam ; Tonkin.

6. megacore Jord., 1911, I.e., p. 132, J 2 ; Padang Highlands, Sumatra.

7. damartis Jord., 1911, in Seitz, vol. 2, p. 214, pi. 32d, $ ; Central and West

China.

8. mindana'éììsis SchüssL, 1933, Lepid. Catal., pars 35, p. 93 ; South East Min-

danao.

9. javanica Meli, 1938, Iris, vol. 52, p. 150, S ? ; Java ; Sumatra.

10. minahassae Meli, 1938, I.e., p. 150, ? ; Minahassa, North Celebes.

11. kuantungensis Meli, 1938, I.e., p. 151, $, ? ; North Kuantung; South and

Central Hunan.

12. septentrionalis Meli, 1938, I.e., p. 151, i : South Shensi, 1700 m.

13. formosensis Meli, 1938, I.e., p. 151, $ : Taihorin, Formosa.

14. yunnaiia Meli, 1938, I.e., p. 151, $ : West Yunnan.

15. taipeishanis Meli, 1938, I.e., p. 152, $ ; no locality indicated.

16. septentrionalis Meli, 1938, I.e., p. 152, ^ ; Shansi.

17. diversiocellata Bryk, 1944, Ark. Zool., vol. 35, part A/8, p. 8, $ $, pi. 4,

f. 30, 5, 35, ? ; Birma, 2000 m.

18. tnagnifiea Bryk, 1944, I.e., p. 9, $, pi. 4, f. 31, $ ; India or.

19. formosibia Bryk, 1944, I.e., p. 9, 5 ,
pk 4, p. 32, $ ; Formosa.

Of these species mindanaënsis SchüssL, javanica Meli, minahassae Meli, yé^/i^/z-

tungensis Meli, septentrionalis Meli, formosensis Meli, diversiocellata Bryk, wrf^-

nijica Bryk, and formosibia Bryk were described as subspecies or "forms" of ^-s-

/;«yè^. Judging from Bryk's figures, his "forma" magnifica seems rather to be

sikkima Moore. His formosibia is perhaps the same species as formosensis Meli,

whereas it is not certain whether diversiocellata Bryk, recorded from high altitudes,

belongs to katinka at all.

Loepa yunnana Meli, tapeishanis Meli and septentrionalis Meli are described as

subspecies of miranda.
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The katinka group drew my attention when the late Dr. Toxopeus first an-

nounced that two apparently different, not yet correctly named species of this

group occur in Java (see Roepke 1952, Tijdschr. Entom., vol. 95, p. 21). Such

a correct identification is not an easy matter as the taxonomie value of the species

or forms concerned is dubious. Most authors (Hampson, Seitz, Schüssler,

Bouvier) treat them as subspecies or "forms" of katinka only.

In 1952 I fortunately had the opportunity to study the extensive collections of

the Museum of Paris and London ; the material of the British Museum was of

special interest, the more as Mr. W. H. T. Tams had the kindness to mount for

me the male genitalia of a number of specimens concerned. I acknowledge this

valuable assistance with gratitude. I do not have the mounts at my disposal at the

moment, however, and am not able to figure them here.

When examining large series of species in the British Museum and comparing

the genitalia, I arrived at the following conclusions. L. katinka, miranda and sik-

kima from India are different species, easily distinguishable in adequate series. A
skilled student even may locate single specimens with certainty. L. katinka has the

widest distribution, viz. from India and South Asia, including Formosa, through

the Archipelago reaching the Philippine Islands. No species is known from Bali,

the Lesser Sunda Islands and New Guinea. In the Archipelago this species forms

"weak" subspecies, already described as k. javanica Meli, 1938, k. minahassae

Meli, 1938 and mindanaensis Schiissl. ; the Formosan subspecies is called formo-

sensis Meli, 1938 (zz ? formosibia Bryk, 1944).

L. miranda is distinctly different from katinka, being mostly larger, with the

dark cross lines less strongly waved, so that the yellow ground colour becomes

clearer. Very characteristic is a small brown patch in the apex of the fore wing.

The species is excellently figured by Seitz (vol. 10, pi. 53a), but erroneously

identified as katinka, which already has been stated by Bryk (1944, p. 9). L.

miranda is known from India ; Bouvier (I.e. p. 234) adds Kouy-Tchéou. This

species is not known from the Archipelago. Mell records it from South China.

L. sikkima is recognizable by its dense pattern of black and strongly waved

cross lines. The males have the fore wings more or less shaded with brownish,

beginning from the apex and the costa ; the yellow ground colour is paler,

chiefly in the female. The species is described from North India, Bouvier (I.e.

p. 233), however, says "du Sikkim à Java, Sumatra et aux Celebes". In the

British Museum I have seen a series of specimens from Korintji, Sumatra, which

have the facies of the Indian sikkima, but from Java and Celebes I have never

seen a specimen which could be attributed to this species.

L. megacore Jord. is described from the Padang Highlands of Central West

Sumatra. It certainly is a distinct species, occuring at higher altitudes only. I pos-

sess one male from Brastagi, 1400 m, and in the British Museum I saw a series

of specimens from Korintji. Furthermore, this is the same species as that already

recognized by the late Dr Toxopeus from the mountains of Java. Regarding the

male genitalia their structure is rather simple, as is the case in many Saturniidae.

They have already been figured by Bouvier (I.e. p. 232, fig. 67). The uncus is

long and slender with its apical portion deeply bifid. The valvae are simple, with

a hook-shaped or digitiform process at the lower margin. The aedeagus is long
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Figs. 1—2. Male genitalia of Loepa species. 1. L. katinka javanica Meli, Tjisarua, Bogor,

West Java. 2. L. megacore megacore Jord., Brastagi, East Coast of Sumatra, u —uncus,

V —valva, s —sacculus, a —anal tube, ; —juxta.

and slender, rather straight, sometimes with a small spine near its orifice. The

juxta is weak, the saccus is well-developed.

In megacore from Sumatra and Java the valva is larger, with its digitiform

process much more prominent than in katinka (figs. 1 and 2).

If we omit the Chinese and Formosan Loepa species, the katinka group of the

genus Loepa may now be arranged as follows :

1. L. katinka katinka Westw., India

L. katinka diversiocellata Bryk, Burma, 2000 m
L. katinka javanica Meli, Java, Sumatra

L. katinka minahassae Meli, North (and South ?) Celebes

L. katinka mindanaensis Schiissl., Mindanao ;
Philippine Islands.

L. katinka diversiocellata Bryk occurs at a high elevation in Burma (2000 m !);

it is doubtful wether this species belongs to katinka ; it rather may be allied with

megacore Jord.

2. Loepa miranda miranda Moore, India (Moore): South East China (Schüssl.,

Mell); Indochina (Bouvier).

3. Loepa sikkima sikkima Afoore : North India ; Sumatra ; ? Java ;
Celebes

(Bouvier) (— katinka magnifica Bryk).

4. Loepa megacore megacore Jord. : Sumatra, Java (mountains).

In the VAN DEN Bergh Collection in the Zoological Museum of the Amster-

dam University I found a remarkable aberration of a Loepa from South Celebes

which is described and figured below.
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Loepa katinka minahassae vandenberghi aberr. nov.

Wings narrower than in normal species, termen in fore wing more oblique.

Cross lines more oblique. Eye spots obviously enlarged and distorted, elongated,

in both wings, and surpassing the postmedian band, in fore wing nearly touching

the antemarginal band, in hind wing fused with it. The colour of cross band

pinkish-brown.

1 5 , 75 mm, holotype, Bolaäng Mongondow, North Celebes, 1923, in the

Amsterdam Museum.

In the accompanying plate the following species, subspecies and forms are

figured :

fig. 1. Loepa katinka katinka Westw. ^ : Assam

2. Loepa katinka javanica Meli $ : Central Java, Salatiga, 500 m
3. Loepa megacore megacore Jord. $ : Perbawattee, 1200 m, West Java

4. Loepa katinka subsp. ? $ : Pangkalan Brandan, East Coast of Sumatra

5. Loepa miiiahassae Meli $ : Minahassa, North Celebes

6. Loepa minahassae vandenberghi aberr. nov. ^ : Bolaang Mongondow,

North Celebes.

The life history of the common Loepa katinka javanica is described by me in :

De Tropische Natuur, 1918, vol. 7, p. 184 seq., 3 figs.

Ontvangen ter publicatie 9 Maart 1953


